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Ambassador Hugo de Zela, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of Peru and chair of the meeting, welcomed the national coordinators of the Summits process, the representatives of member states, the Secretary for Hemispheric Affairs, the Summits Secretariat, and the institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG). The full list of meeting participants was published as document GRIC/O.6/doc.27/18rev.1.
1. Welcoming remarks by Ambassador Hugo de Zela, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of Peru and chair of the meeting 
Ambassador de Zela’s remarks were published as document GRIC/O.6/INF.1/18.
In his welcoming remarks, Ambassador de Zela, emphasized the importance that the Peruvian Government attaches to effective follow-up and implementation of the Lima Commitment “Democratic Governance against Corruption,” adopted at the Eighth Summit of the Americas. He noted that the 57 mandates contained in the Lima Commitment represent an emphatic response on the part of the region’s governments in favor of strengthening democratic governance and the fight against corruption in the Hemisphere. 
Ambassador de Zela also spoke about the online platform of the Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation of the Lima Commitment where participating states and JSWG institutions will be able to log their progress in implementing each mandate in the Lima Commitment. He mentioned that all the information collected on the platform would be publicly accessible. The chair of the SIRG noted that the objective of the Lima Commitment follow-up and implementation process is to consolidate a political commitment against corruption worldwide.
2. Consideration and adoption of the Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation of the Lima Commitment “Democratic Governance to Combat Corruption”
The Chair of the SIRG, Ambassador Hugo de Zela, submitted for the delegations’ consideration the adoption of the document containing the Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation of the Lima Commitment “Democratic Governance against Corruption,” which was distributed by the Summits Secretariat on November 21, 2018, as document GRIC/06/doc.26/18. The chair expressed appreciation for the invaluable input received from states, which, he said, was essential in the development of the Follow-up and Implementation Mechanism. 
The delegations of Nicaragua and Bolivia requested the floor prior to the document’s adoption. The delegate of Nicaragua referred to a reservation presented by his delegation to the Summits Secretariat to the effect that the Government of Nicaragua would not participate in the Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation of the Lima Commitment, and he requested that the reservation be included as a footnote in the Mechanism document. The delegate of Nicaragua also said that his country was studying the possibility of contributing to a voluntary fund for initiatives that came out of the Mechanism.
For its part, the delegation of Bolivia thanked the chair for including the comments presented by the states in the Mechanism document. The delegation also mentioned that follow-up work that was the purview of states should not be assigned to the Summits Secretariat. The delegation proposed a footnote that reflected its position in that regard. 
The interventions having concluded, the chair announced the adoption of the document containing the Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation of the Lima Commitment, including the footnotes proposed by Nicaragua and Bolivia. The document was published with the classification GRIC/O.6/doc.26/18 rev. 1 corr. 1. The chair thanked and commended all the delegations on their joint efforts in the development and adoption of the Mechanism. 
3. Remarks from the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States, delivered by Ambassador James Lambert, Secretary for Hemispheric Affairs
The remarks of the Secretary for Hemispheric Affairs, Ambassador James Lambert, on behalf of the OAS General Secretariat were published as document GRIC/O.5/INF.8/18.
Ambassador Lambert underscored the importance of the sixth regular meeting of the SIRG, which had fundamentally been convened to address and adopt a follow-up and implementation mechanism for the Lima Commitment, a kind of roadmap for preventing and combating corruption. 
He provided information about the work of the OAS, as Chair and Technical Secretariat of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), through the Summits Secretariat, to strengthen coordination among the organizations that make up the JSWG in their endeavors to support national efforts to implement the mandates from the Eighth Summit. Among the work he mentioned was a proposed action plan for the JSWG, the preparation of which is set to begin, as well as the establishment of a High-Level Advisory Council to accompany that work.
He congratulated the chair on his sterling leadership and reminded the delegations, in particular those countries that have hosted the Summit in the past, of the importance of furnishing the Summits Secretariat with new funds to enable it to carry out its functions effectively, which, he said, would also be critically important for the performance of the follow-up and implementation stage of the Eighth Summit of the Americas.
4. Presentation of the platform of the Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation of the Lima Commitment “Democratic Governance against Corruption” by the Chair of the SIRG
The Chair of the SIRG presented a video showing more information about the features of the online logging platform of the Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation of the Lima Commitment.
Once the information logging phase has been completed by the States and the JSWG member institutions, which will run from January to April 2019, the public will have free access to the information on the online logging platform via at the webpage of the Eighth Summit of the Americas. The Chair also noted that the indicators used for each commitment will be available for consultation, including the references contained in the international instruments on the subject that served as a guide for logging the information.
Comments by delegations 
The delegations thanked the Chair of the SIRG and the Summits Secretariat for the efforts that went into the development and adoption of the Mechanism, given its importance for the region in the continued fight against corruption. They also said that the work of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) should continue to be supported and be a key component during the follow-up stage. 
The states also highlighted the importance of including civil society and the private sector in the follow-up process. The Chair said that it would be up to each State to determine what form civil society participation should take in the Lima Commitment follow-up stage. Finally, the Chair emphasized the importance of providing the Summits Secretariat with the financial support that it needs to ensure its sustainability. In conclusion, the delegation of Peru thanked the other delegations to the SIRG for their remarks, which, he said, would be taken into account in its work.
5. Offers from the institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group for implementation of the Lima Commitment
The Chair of the SIRG offered the floor to the representatives of the three JSWG organizations scheduled to address the meeting about their institutional offerings for implementation of the Lima Commitment: the World Bank, Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The following points were addressed: 
a. Presentation by Mr. Pedro Rodríguez, Program leader, Equity, Finance and Institutions, World Bank
The presentation was published as document GRIC/O.6/INF.5/18. During his presentation, Mr. Rodríguez underlined the importance of the possibility of cooperating with other multilateral agencies. He highlighted five areas of institutional offering by the World Bank:  public policy process strengthening, support for effective public resources management, strengthening public services provision, strengthening the public-private interface, and understanding the underlying factors and facilitators of policy effectiveness.
b. Presentation by Mr. Randall Hooker, Institutional Relations Analyst, Central American Bank For Economic Integration (CABEI) 
The presentation was published as document GRIC/O.6/INF.10/18. In his remarks, Mr. Hooker announced a number of projects that CABEI expects to carry out in 2019 in connection with the Follow-Up Mechanism, including an international forum on procurement where integrity and the fight against corruption will be the core element, a workshop to strengthen CABEI implementing units in the area of integrity, and the creation of regional activities with the financial sector.
c. Presentation by Ms. María del Carmen Sacasa, United Nations Resident Coordinator, Resident Representative of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
The presentation was published as document GRIC/O.6/INF.6/18 corr. 1. In her presentation, Ms. Sacasa highlighted the contributions that the UNDP has been making to institution building in the region, adapting solutions for strengthening institutional governance, the rule of law, and the ability to combat corruption. She mentioned that the UNDP is contributing to dialogue and conflict prevention, institution building, transparency and anticorruption, electoral processes, and public security.
6. Presentation by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) on the Integrity for Good Governance in Latin America and the Caribbean Action Plan, by Mr. José Antonio Ardavin, Acting Head, Latin America & the Caribbean and Brazil Division, Global Relations
The presentation was published as document GRIC/O.6/INF.7/18. Mr. Ardavín expressed the appreciation of the OECD for the invitation to share the Integrity for Good Governance in Latin America and the Caribbean Action Plan with the states, which had been devised in the light of the Lima Commitment. In broad terms, in his presentation Mr. Ardavín said that the aim of the OECD with the Action Plan was to assist the region in expanding social inclusion, raising productivity, and strengthening governmental institutions. 
He also said that the OECD was in a position to help with tools in political dialogue, policy reviews, accession to legal instruments, public implementation assistance, and articles for regional publications. 
7. Report of the Summits Secretariat on activities to strengthen civil society participation in the follow-up and implementation of the Lima Commitment, by María Celina Conte, Lead Specialist and SIRG Coordinator
In her presentation, published as document GRIC/O.6/INF.4/18, Ms. Conte mentioned the efforts of the Summits Secretariat carried out in coordination with the the Government of Peru, the Chair of the Summits process, to strengthen participation by civil society organizations and social actors in the Eighth Summit of the Americas process. She highlighted the hemispheric and national dialogues, including those at the coalitions level, which were organized during the preparatory phase and at the Summit itself, which produced recommendations that were presented to the states for consideration and compiled and disseminated in Civil Society and Social Actors Contributions in the VIII Summit of the Americas Process, 2017-2018 (available online).
She said that in order to inform future actions by the Summits Secretariat to strengthen civil society participation in the follow-up and implementation of the Lima Commitment, the Secretariat undertook an analysis of that sector’s participation in the Eighth Summit process. The analysis had included a hemispheric survey and focus groups in 23 countries and had revealed the importance of: (i) generating spaces for bringing to light projects and practices of civil society and social actors in the area of prevention and fight against corruption; (ii) promoting greater interaction between civil society, national coordinators of the Summits process, and JSWG organizations; (iii) coordinating the creation of national networks of organizations that work to prevent and fight corruption; (iv) organizing dialogues with anticorruption experts; and (v) promoting existing opportunities for participation, such as national and virtual consultations.
8. Final considerations and adjournment of the meeting 
Delegations expressed their appreciation for the presentations given and for the support that the JSWG member organizations had provided during the Eighth Summit and the Summits process in general. They also reiterated the importance that the Summits Secretariat continue coordinating a cohesive approach with the countries and the JSWG. 
The Chair of the SIRG invited the OECD to join the JSWG, bearing in mind its importance and that of the initiatives with which it could contribute to the follow-up and implementation of the Lima Commitment, as well as the large amount of outstanding work that it does in the area of corruption.
There being no further comments from delegations, the Chair of the SIRG thanked them and the organizations of the JSWG for their participation and adjourned the meeting.
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